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Crusaders in the Courts

“Virtual Case File”

As the team member with the primary responsibility for gathering digital images and data, your worksheet will include websites to search and study and suggestions for images or data to include in your presentation.  To get started use the websites on the CD to answer the following questions:
1. What was the NAACP and why was it founded?

Tip:  Collect an image of the NAACP logo or photos of its founders for your presentation.
2. Identify five major issues on which the NAACP focused their efforts between the 1920s and the 1950s.
a)



b)



c)



d)



e)
3. Who was Charles Hamilton Houston and why was he important to the NAACP?

Tip: Collect an image of Charles Hamilton Houston.

4. Who was Thurgood Marshall and how did he become involved with Houston and the NAACP?

Tip:  Collect an image of Thurgood Marshall.

5. Describe Charles Hamilton Houston’s ideas about attacking segregation through the courts.  How did he go about implementing his strategy?  What was the Margold Report?  Did Houston support it?


















6. Under what constitutional basis was the NAACP going to argue against the policy of “separate but equal”.  Explain the “equal protection” clause.

7. Identify some early test cases brought before the courts by the NAACP to challenge segregation.  What region of the United States were most of these cases located?











Tip: Collect an image of one of the early test cases.

8. What is meant by the “power of precedent” and how did the NAACP use it?

















































National Park Service


U.S. Department of the Interior





Brown v. Board of Education


National Historic Site











