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‘Separate but Equal’- 
Comparing Schools in the Five Cases 

“Virtual Case File”

As the team member with the primary responsibility for gathering digital images and data, your worksheet will include websites to search and study and suggestions for images or data to include in your presentation.  To get started use the websites on the CD to answer the following questions:
1. Identify the five communities which were associated with the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court case.


•__________________________________________________


•__________________________________________________


•__________________________________________________


•__________________________________________________


•__________________________________________________

Tip: Collect photos of the schools or plaintiffs for your presentation.


2.   Review photos of schools attended by African American students from the five communities of the Brown cases.  Which of the schools appear to be in better condition?  Which schools appear to be in poor condition?  In which region of the country were the poorest schools located?


3. How did students get to their respective schools during segregation?  Was transportation provided?  How far did students have to travel to get to school?  Were African American students offered the same kinds of transportation services as white students?

(Tip: collect images of school buses or students walking to school.)

4. Investigate the Briggs v. Elliott case from South Carolina or the Davis v. Prince Edward County case from Virginia and identify the arguments concerning school facility or transportation issues presented.  How did the African American and white schools compare?

5. Also consider the school and transportation issues presented in the Brown v. Board of Education case from Kansas.  Was the NAACP arguing that the segregated schools were unequal in quality in Topeka, Kansas?
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